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News-2-You and Unique
Learning System: Inform
and Include All Learners

Jacquie Clark

What is News-2-You?

* Aweekly online newspaper for beginning readers and
individuals with special needs
® 41 editions over 12 months

* New information on reader-friendly themes

® Spurs learning and increases communication

Four levels of reading materials

* Simplified

* Regular W [® newszyo

* Higher

* Advanced Editions news-2-you %
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Special Editions

* Speaking versions of all three newspaper editions.

® Spanish version

current
week

Related Activities

® Activity sheets in two levels

® Each sheet uses the vocabulary from the newspaper to
address academic goals/standards.

"Joey's Locker"

e featuring interactive computer games, cartoons and
storybooks
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World News

* Late-breaking news stories from around the world.

* Google Maps zoom in on the specific geographic locale
of each story

And More...
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What is the Unique Learning System?

* Monthly Instructional Units designed specifically for
students with significant disabilities:

* Thematic Units: Science and Social Studies topics which
incorporate Reading, Writing and Math activities
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Unit Topics 2008-09
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* New topics for three years. ) l|

e Titles with an action!

Developed in grade level bands

25 Lesson Plans per Unit
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Differentiated Task Levels

* All students are participating in same activity, but at their
individual level of successful performance

Level 3 Level 2 Level 1
Students will Students will state a Students will activate a
independently read the | word or point to a pictures | talking switch to state a
book. of omitted words during a | repeated sentence from
Students will respond to | shared reading. the book.
simple questions about Students will point to
the story. pictures in response to
simple questions related
to the story.
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Monthly Activities
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Easy Read and Predictable Books

Sample from Elementary Unit: Plants Can Grow
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Facts Articles

Chapter Books

Comprehension Activities
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High Frequency Words

Phonics Activities

Vocabulary Development

WF Match Game Rules
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Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary Development

Vocabulary Development
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Writing Activities

Writing Activities

Thess vegetaties s ruts are oo 10 et

Writing Activities
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Literacy Experiences
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Math Skills

* Numbers

* Calculations

* Measurement : Fred's Shed
* Money

® Time

® Data analysis

® Patterns

e Sorting
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Math Numbers
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Math Activities

Recipes for Reading and Math

Life Skills Applications
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Life Skills Applications

Foundation of N-2-Y and ULS

2

Alignment to Academic Content Standards
Differentiated Task Levels

Materials with SymbolStix

What we know....

No Child Left Behind 2001
* improve teaching and learning for ALL students, including
students with disabilities
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

* |EP teams must address how students will participate and
progress in the general curriculum.

Al students must be receiving instruction based on the
state’s academic content standards.
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What are the most important skills
and abilities your students need to
have when they leave school?

Students with Significant Disabilities
need critical skill learning....

* Communication Skills

® Social Skills

® Problem-Solving/Decision-Making Skills

® Physical Skills

* Choice-Making/ Self-Advocacy/ Independence Skills

® Career Development Skills

Can these critical skills be

taught within the context of
the Academic Content
Standards?
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How can state content standards apply
to students with significant disabilities?

* Essence of Standards = Instructional Targets

* Measurement
® Students estimate and measure to a required
degree of accuracy and precision by selecting and
using appropriate units, tools and technologies.

* Acquisition of Vocabulary
* Apply structural analysis skills to build and extend
vocabulary and to determine word meaning.

Slide 41
Core Instructional Targets...

Based on the essence of state academic content standards.

Slide 42

Differentiated Tasks

..how EACH student will participate
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Differentiated Task Levels

e Level 1
* Students typically require maximum support within instructional tasks. For
these students, increasing the level of participation is the main objective.

o Level2

* Students may require picture support and other direct support in learning and
the demonstration of comprehension.

® Level3
* Students are typically learning to read text, produce simple writing, perform
basic math prot and can independently demonstrate comprehension of
modified learing information

Instructional Targets: ULS and N-2-Y

ik 01 am intrctivnal Laegst
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Student Profile: ULS

REECIESINIS
Writing Skills
Math Skills

Access and Participation
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Creating a Student Profile

Creating a Student Profile

Profile Results

Suggested Teaching Methods
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SymbolStix
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Unique Learning System:
General Rules for Unit Planning and Teaching

* One month long
* Title the unit with an action
* Avoid “one time events”

® Assume that ALL STUDENTS will participate
actively and plan accordingly

* Think about the life skills applications that are
implied within the unit topic

Slide 51 News-2-You

Lesson Planning Guide

Weekly current events topics

Build on background knowledge

Support individual communication modes
Look for ways to continue topic discussion

Build connections to the unit topic and activities

Utilize activities for further learning, communication and
FUN!
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Suggested Weekly/Monthly Plan

Class begins...

Free in the USA
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Comprehension Activities

.
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Current Events: N-2-Y
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And more from N-2-Y...
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Vocabulary Development
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Writing Activities
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Math Skills

Fred’s She
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Math Skills
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Recipes for Reading and Math

N-2-Y Activities: Joke

And more from ULS...
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Literacy

Literacy Skills

® |earning expectations for students with
significant disabilities has typically been low.

® Although instruction may require modifications,
students with significant disabilities can learn
literacy skills.

e Strong connections between literacy and
communication.

e Students require direct and systematic
instruction.

Literacy Skills:
Instructional Implications

® Phonemic Awareness Instruction
® Phonics Instruction
e \Word Recognition Instruction

® Reading Fluency Instruction

®\/ocabulary Instruction

e Comprehension Instruction
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High Frequency Words
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Checkpoints

Checkpoints

* Word Rimes

e Initial Consonants
* Word Recognition
* Comprehension*

® Reading Fluency*

* In development




