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Key Reasons for Students to Join our State Association  
Uniting to Promote and Support Communication Professionals throughout Ohio 

 

 Nationally Recognized: OSLHA has long been recognized as a leader in innovative programs and practices.  OSLHA 

continues to be in the forefront in providing proactive resolutions and distinctive ideas and solutions in response to the 

issues and concerns of our professions. 
 

 Ensure a Secure Employment Future: Our professions cannot advance and be effective without well planned 

advocacy and support.  OSLHA, in conjunction with the Governmental Affairs Coalition (GAC), employs a lobbyist to 

ensure that Ohio legislators understand our position on the issues that affect our future, such as: Salary supplements, 

licensure laws, personnel shortages, universal hearing screenings, caseload sizes, school voucher programs, 

Medicare/Medicaid and private health insurance reimbursement. 
 

 Secure Student or Professional Liability Insurance: OSLHA offers reasonably-priced liability insurance to meet 

the needs of student members.  
 

 Build Your Resume: OSLHA offers students the opportunity to co-write, with the OSLHA Past President, a brief 

message in Communication Matters, the Association’s newsletter. Also, don’t miss the opportunity to present at 

Convention; student posters and presentations are encouraged. Grant opportunities and programs specifically for student 

leaders are available.  Finally, you can develop your leadership skills by participating on an OSLHA committee.  
 

 Learn Best Practices and Stay Abreast of Hot Topics: It is important for students to become informed about the 

issues that affect the profession.  OSLHA members receive the quarterly newsletter, Communication Matters, providing 

important professional information, and highlights of what professionals are doing throughout the state and nation.  

Members also receive the award-winning, eHearsay journal, which offers in-depth articles about a variety of diagnoses 

and treatment programs for the clients served. 
 

 Receive Discounted Registration for the Annual Convention: Take advantage of hearing nationally-recognized 

speakers in all specialty areas at a very reasonable cost. The Convention is an outstanding experience for students. 
 

 Search for Job Openings: Once you are nearing graduation and searching for a job, look no further than 

Communication Matters, which posts job openings and is published quarterly. Job openings are also published on our 

Facebook page and on our website at https://www.ohioslha.org/job-postings/.   
 

 Attend Legislative Council Meetings and Engage in Legislative Advocacy: Interact with many of Ohio’s 

leaders in speech pathology and audiology and learn about the professional topics that OSLHA is addressing. Students 

are given the opportunity to participate in annual Legislative Events at the State House in Columbus. Such events allow 

students to observe and participate in educating Ohio legislators about issues and laws that regulate our professions.  
 

 Receive Scholarships and Awards: OSLHA offers both undergraduate and graduate scholarships to celebrate the 

best and brightest students in our profession. These students are nominated by their university. 

 

 Conduct a Survey: OSLHA members, including students, may have a survey posted, at no charge, on OSLHA’s 

Survey Monkey, a simple survey program that will allow you to obtain survey results electronically. 
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Membership Categories 
 
ACTIVE FULL MEMBER -  Minimum requirements:    Prices Starting at $75 

• Possess Masters Degree with Speech-Language Pathology and/or Audiology or Equivalent Title as a major 
field of study from a recognized educational institution, or 

• Be licensed as a Speech-Language Pathologist and/or Audiologist in the State of Ohio, or 
• Hold membership in the American Speech-Language and Hearing Association. 

These requirements may be waived in special circumstances by recommendation of the Membership and Honors Committee and a 

3/4 vote of the Legislative Council present, given that a quorum has been established, at a regular Council meeting. Active Members 

shall uphold the Association's Code of Ethics.  

 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER  -   Must be:       Prices Starting at $25 

• A graduate and/or undergraduate student in the field of Communication Sciences/Disorders (Student Member); 
or 

• A recent graduate of a program of Communication Sciences/Disorders who is engaging in a year of Clinical 
Fellowship or Post-Graduate Year oversight under a supervising professional (PEY/CF Member). 

• A professional of an Allied field, such as  PT or OT (Allied Member); or 

• A consumer of speech, hearing or related services (Consumer Member). 
 

Associate Membership is for those with a working interest in the field of CSD who do not qualify for Active Membership. Persons may 

become Associate Members upon payment of dues provided that they subscribe to the Association's Code of Ethics. Associate 

Members shall transfer to Active Membership upon completion of Active Membership requirements and by payment of Active 

Member dues. Associate Members receive those benefits and privileges granted by the Association except for the privilege of voting 

and access to the Association Directory. 

 
HONORARY MEMBER -  Must possess: 

• Those qualities of good citizenship and character representative of the profession of communicative disorders; 
and 

• Have made a unique contribution to the field; and 
• Have been recommended by the Membership/Honors Committee and approved by a 3/4 vote of the Legislative 

Council present, given that a quorum has been established, at a regular Council meeting. 

Honorary Members shall not be Active Members, but shall have all the powers and privileges of Members except the right to vote. 
Such membership is for life and dues for Honorary Membership shall be waived. 

 

LIFE MEMBER -  Must be: 

• Active Member of OSLHA for a minimum of twenty five (25) years prior to request for Life Member status; and 
• Be at least 65 years of age 

Life Membership may have a minimal maintenance fee associated to cover the cost of printed materials and membership support.   
If you are unsure if your membership has a fee associated with it, please contact us and we will be happy to assist you.  

Additional services, including insurance, are available for purchase for all Life Members. 

Requests for Life Membership consideration should be sent in writing by May 1st to the OSLHA Membership Chair:  

PO Box 309, Germantown, OH. 45327 or faxed to 937.855.4338  

 

Requests should state eligibility and include a copy of your driver's license, for verification purposes. Upon processing of your request, Life Members 
will be notified and shall receive those benefits and privileges granted by the Association, including voting privileges for the next Fiscal Year. 


